
             Globe 
            Geography Terms 

 
Axis: An imaginary line running through the 
center of the Earth between the North and South 
Poles. The Earth spins on its axis. 
 
Continent: A large landmass. The Earth has 
seven continents: Asia, Africa, North America, 
South America, Antarctica, Europe, Australia.  
 
Equator: An imaginary line running around the 
center of the globe at its widest point. The equa-
tor divides the Earth into the Northern hemi-
sphere and the Southern hemisphere. The equa-
tor is zero degrees latitude. 
 
Globe: A spherical (round) model of the Earth. 
 
Latitude Lines: Imaginary lines running east 
and west around the globe. Zero degrees latitude 
is the Equator. 
 
Longitude Lines: Imaginary lines running north 
and south around the globe. Zero degrees longi-
tude is the Prime Meridian.  

 
Prime Meridian: An imaginary line running 
vertically  from the North Pole to the South Pole. 
It divides the Earth into the Eastern hemisphere 
and the Western hemisphere.  

 
Tropic of Cancer: A latitude line that lies a 
quarter of the way (23.5 degrees) from the equa-
tor to the North Pole. During the summer sol-
stice, the sun is directly overhead.  

 
Tropic of Capricorn: A latitude line that lies a 
quarter of the way from the equator to the South 
Pole. During the winter solstice, the sun is di-
rectly overhead. 
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