
 
 
 

Parts of a Map 
 

A map is a drawing, on a flat 
surface, of a part of the Earth. 

 
 
Title: Tells you what region or  
place the map represents. 
 
Compass Rose: Shows the direc-
tions: north, south, east, west. 
 
Grid: Evenly spaced hor izontal 
and vertical lines which help you 
locate a particular area on the map. 
 
Symbol: Represents a feature or  
object on the ground. 
Example: Blue wavy lines may rep-
resent a lake. 
 
Key/Legend: Explains what the 
symbols on the map represent. 
 
Scale: The relationship between 
the distance on the map and the ac-
tual distance on the Earth's  
surface. 
Example: 1 inch on the map may 
equal 1 mile on the Earth's surface. 
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