Types of Governments

Anarchy: No government nor laws.

Democracy: The people or their elected
representatives run the country and cre-
ate the laws.

Direct Democracy: Rule directly by
the people.

Representative Democracy: Rule by
the people through their elected
representatives.

Dictatorship: The country is ruled by a
single leader.

Monarchy: The country is ruled by a
queen or king.

Republic: The rulers are elected by the
people.

Theocracy: Rule by a deity (god)
through clergy or religious laws.

Totalitarian: The country is ruled by one
political party.

Transitional: The country is changing
from one type of government to another.

Note: There are other ways to classify govern-
ments. The types mentioned here are the ones
you will see most often in K-12 textbooks.
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